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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.49 pm]:  I move - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until 19 February 2002. 
I know that members had been waiting anxiously for this motion for some time.  I want to make note of an issue 
relating to the special adjournment motion, which, as members would have noted, specifies a date for the 
resumption of Parliament; that is, 19 February 2002.  Normally the special adjournment motion at the end of a 
calendar year is that the House resume at a time and place nominated by the President.  I have opted not to do 
that, in order to provide an assurance to members of the date before which the House will not return.  I have 
done that because the Government quite recently was proposing to resume in January, and I want members to be 
absolutely secure in the knowledge that we will not resume until 19 February.  I hear “hear-hear” from this side 
as well as the opposition side! 

Since I opted to nominate a date, a number of members have approached me, concerned about what might 
happen in the event of an emergency or a tragedy of some kind which might create a need for the Parliament to 
resume before then.  It is my understanding that, in such circumstances the President is able to bring the House 
back.  Obviously, that would be in extreme circumstances.  Members can have some comfort on both scores: the 
House will not resume until 19 February, but in the event of some tragedy causing that date to be reassessed, 
there is power between the Governor’s office and the President’s office to allow that resumption to happen.   

Although this House has accomplished much in the legislative program this year, particularly in the last two 
days, the Notice Paper reminds us that a considerable amount of work is still to be done before the closure of this 
formal session of Parliament.  During the break, hopefully after we have had a little time to relax and unwind, it 
is my intention to discuss next year’s legislative program more fully with the opposition parties, so that members 
can be informed of the Government’s legislative priorities for the new year.   

Hon N.F. Moore:  Will you discuss it with the Greens (WA), as well?  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed, I did say opposition parties.  It would be more accurate for me to say it is my 
intention to discuss the matter with all parties, including my own and the Greens (WA), so that all members can 
have some forewarning. 
It has been a rewarding year for government, and I hope it has been a rewarding year for all members of this 
place, particularly for the new members who joined us in May.  On both sides of the House, the new members 
have acquitted themselves with great distinction, and have made a great start to their parliamentary careers, 
which I hope will be long and successful.  Some changes have been made to the way in which the House 
operates, including the introduction of the weekly bulletin and the daily business program, as well as the re-
invigoration of the House management committee.  Each grouping in this place is represented on that committee, 
on a per-party basis, not a pro rata scale.  I believe, and the Leader of the Opposition has also mentioned, that the 
House management committee system offers great potential for the better management of this place.  We have 
achieved some of that potential, but certainly not all of it.  I hope that as we gain confidence in that process, it 
will lead to more efficient management of this place; and I think every one of us wants to see that.   
I hope these small but significant changes have led to some improvement in the way in which members 
undertake their business in this place, at least in a small way.  The changes were put in place largely to ease the 
significant challenges that face members of smaller parties in this place.  It is difficult enough even for a member 
of a large party to deal with the flow of business that occurs in any House of Parliament, and this House is no 
different.  By the end of the year the Notice Paper gets long and complicated, and frequently pressure is put on 
the Government to switch from one item to another quickly for a range of usually quite legitimate reasons.  The 
discipline that the daily bulletin imposes on a Government assists members of smaller parties to overcome the 
challenges that they would otherwise face.  If a party has two, three, four or five members, the individual scope 
of responsibility of each member, and of Hon Murray Criddle as the only member of his party in this place, is 
enormous, and we certainly understand that.  It is a far greater burden than is placed on members who represent 
larger parties.  That makes it all the more important that there be some certainty about what the business of the 
day will be.  Notwithstanding that yesterday there was some criticism of a change in the bulletin, the daily 
bulletin has generally worked extremely well, and I hope members have found that process helpful.  It is hard to 
explain to people how difficult it was when we did not have a daily bulletin, but I think members can imagine 
how difficult that may have been.   
I hope we can continue to improve the manner in which we conduct our business and that the House will 
consider changes that will lead to further improvements to the way in which our workload in this place affects 
members who have family commitments, particularly those who have young families.  This is a matter that our 
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former colleague Hon Cheryl Davenport raised frequently in this place, and she was dead right.  I suspect that 
the traditions of this House in respect of our hours of business were established a century or so ago by retired 
men who did not have much to do at night and would come to this place to legislate.  This House is now very 
different and society is very different.  There are now a number of young men and women in this place who have 
family responsibilities.  I am keen to work with all members of this place to try to lighten the burden on 
members who have young families.   
This has been a demanding and difficult year, and I hope that all members will return refreshed in the new year.  
I wish all members a merry Christmas and a happy new year.  I trust that members will spend the festive season 
and holiday period safely and happily with their family and loved ones.   

I thank you, Mr President, for your stewardship and steady guidance of this House.  I am sure the President 
would be the first to acknowledge that he faced a challenge in holding to the high standards of chairmanship 
exemplified by his predecessor, Hon George Cash.  I thank you, Mr President, for your commitment to this 
Chamber and its traditions, and to the Parliament.  I also thank the Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, 
for the style and diligence in which he has conducted his duties.  As one would expect from the honourable 
member’s time as President of this Chamber, Hon George Cash has maintained his reputation for efficiency and 
skill.  We probably know him best as a formidable member of both Houses of the Western Australian 
Parliament.  However, he has also been able to show us his great skill in his roles as the Presiding Officer and 
now as the Chairman of Committees.  I also acknowledge and thank all the Deputy Chairmen of Committees for 
their efforts and dedication in what can be a very difficult and demanding role, particularly for those who are 
also new members in this place. 

I thank my ministerial colleagues, Hon Tom Stephens and Hon Nick Griffiths.  Both ministers have acquitted 
themselves extremely well in the conduct of their responsibilities inside and outside this place.  They have dealt 
with all of the challenges that have been placed upon them with great distinction.  I commend them for their 
efforts in handling their own responsibilities in this Chamber and for their work in representing the portfolios of 
ministers in the other place.  The parliamentary secretaries have also had the challenge of growing accustomed to 
new roles and responsibilities.  I thank them for their efforts, which receive little recognition and even less 
reward.  Their commitment to the Government and to the State of Western Australia does not go unnoticed, 
although Hon Graham Giffard perhaps needs to enjoy himself rather less than he does; his ebullient enthusiasm 
sometimes needs reining in.  We will not even talk about Hon Ken Travers. 

On my side of the House, I thank and commend our magnificent Whip, Hon Ed Dermer, and Hon Kate Doust 
who acts for Hon Ed Dermer when occasion demands.  Hon Ed Dermer has proved to be a fair Whip; fair in the 
sense of dealing reasonably with all of us.  I am sure Hon Bruce Donaldson would be the first to acknowledge 
that.  Hon Ed Dermer always clearly explains to government members their obligations.  The measure of his 
success is that we have not had a single member of Government miss a division this year.  I also thank all 
government members generally, particularly those who came into the Chamber for the first time this year.  I 
remember all too well how long it takes to become familiar with the process of Parliament and what an 
intimidating experience that can be, particularly for me as I recall having missed my first division within two 
weeks of coming into the place.  I am sure that our new members will make a tremendous contribution to the 
State of Western Australia as time unfolds. 

I make particular reference and give thanks to the Leader of the Opposition.  Hon Norman Moore has provided 
cooperation and has had great patience with me as a person new to this role.  Although it sometimes seems that 
the Leader of the Opposition is not always thrilled to bits with what the Government, or indeed I, do from time to 
time, I know that he understands that we have done our best to deal in good faith.  I am sorry if sometimes that 
has not been as apparent as it could be.  However, I am sure that Hon Norman Moore and I will be able to work 
well together and establish a high level of trust.  In a private conversation I said to Hon Norman Moore, when I 
was on that side House and he was over here, that we need to form an understanding that he and I are natural 
allies and that our natural enemies are the backbenchers on both sides of the House.  I am not sure that Hon 
Norman Moore has quite grasped it. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  More and more conspiracies are becoming apparent these days! 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I have kept it quiet for a long time.  I said that way back in about 1996, but I still think it is 
true.  The statute of limitations must run out some time.   

I thank other members of the Liberal Party, and particularly my Agricultural Region colleague, the shadow 
Minister for Agriculture and Liberal Party Whip, Hon Bruce Donaldson.   

I heartily thank the Greens (WA) for their efforts as the next most representative party in this Chamber.  
Although many members, including members of the Government, do not always agree with the perspective of 
Greens (WA) members, the House must recognise that the Chamber accommodates not just a diversity of views, 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 20 December 2001] 

 p7411c-7418a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Dee Margetts; Hon John Fischer; Hon Murray Criddle; President 

 [3] 

as does society in general, but also that those views at times may be divergent and polemic.  Parliament is 
established for the purpose of providing a forum for the expression of polemic views. 

I also thank members of One Nation, who are all new to this place.  One Nation members have, in my view, 
pursued the interests of their constituency with great distinction.  I wish them all the best for their future 
endeavours in that regard.   

I thank my friend and Agricultural Region colleague Hon Murray Criddle for what is an unfamiliar role - he is a 
member without colleagues in this House.  Hon Murray Criddle and I have known each other for many years and 
I have great faith in his ability to act as a guiding hand for his constituency in this place.  I have always said that 
Hon Murray Criddle has the mark of a statesman on him.  He has contributed in that way in his different role.  

I must also give my heartfelt thanks to the Clerk, Laurie Marquet, and to Ian Allnutt, who, I am glad to say, has 
recently returned to us in more or less running condition.  I also thank Malcolm Peacock who has worked so hard 
in assisting my office in the management of the House this year.  I trust that Mazarin and Associates will 
continue to effect the mostly seamless operation of this place.   

I thank everyone in the Clerk’s office for their help and support this year.  In thanking Janeen Robertson once 
again for her tremendous support for this House and the way it functions - I sometimes think that without Janeen 
we would be in a state of anarchy - I also announce that it is her birthday.  I will not sing Happy Birthday; I will 
spare her that at least.   

Our thanks go also to the staff of the Chamber, whom I thank for their tremendous support throughout the year.  
My best wishes go to Chris, Jason, Peter and Brian.   

Importantly, I thank Teena Beale, Julie Holmes and Rebecca Howlett for their support of the ministers in this 
place, and also the parliamentary services staff. 

An annual and warm thanks is extended to Chris Hall and the Hansard staff who toil diligently and patiently in 
this place, somehow with the most remarkably consistent results.  I say remarkably because the sometimes 
quirky recourse that they are charged to record would challenge anybody.   

I give my thanks to Andrew Gardos and the catering staff, apart from the fact that they seem to manage to put 
two to three kilograms on my body every year.  

I thank Russell Bremner for his management of the Parliament and all his staff for their support of this place.  I 
extend my best wishes to you all for the festive season. 

Finally, I thank Cathy and Marilyn on the switchboard for their tireless handling of phone traffic in this place.  I 
thank them also on a personal level for putting up with me when I still pick up the phone and dial out without 
dialling zero.  Sorry Marilyn; sorry Cathy.  To Ken Craig and the security staff and all staff I wish a very happy 
Christmas and happy and healthy festive season.   

Honourable members, I wish you all well.  I sincerely and personally hope that you are able to get some catch-up 
sleep - I know that I am looking forward to that - and are finally able to spend a little time with your families.  
You have certainly deserved it, and I hope you have an enjoyable few days off. 

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [6.10 pm]:  I join with the Leader of the 
House in extending my thanks to a number of members and staff in the Parliament on the occasion of the 
winding up of this year’s sitting.  Before I do that I want to mention to the Leader of the House that, when he 
indicates that while the motion is to adjourn to a certain date there may be some emergency that draws us back 
earlier than 19 February, it will need to be very urgent.  If we are back here before then and it is not all that 
urgent, somebody will tell him.  I did a quick look at when the House had begun its sittings over recent years.  
From 1995 to 2000 the earliest we resumed was 6 March.  The tradition has been that the House resumes in the 
second week of March.  I am not enthused at all about 19 February, without in any way trying to be 
argumentative.  I argued for 26 February as some sort of compromise, but I do not believe there is any need for 
the House to resume before March.  However, that is the Government’s prerogative and we will wear that, and 
we will talk about the legislative program when we return.   

From my point of view, 2001 has been one of the most difficult and awful years that I can recall having gone 
through for lots of reasons.  It started earlier in the year, in February, when we were quite resoundingly removed 
from office.  It is not easy, as people who have gone from one side of this House to the other know, to go from 
being in government to opposition.  It is much better to move from where I am sitting to where the Leader of the 
House is sitting than to move from where he is sitting to here.  Coming across to this side does not have the same 
ring to it.  It is not easy and it takes a while for people who have been in government for a long time, as we were 
- eight years - to become used to being the Opposition.  One of the reasons essentially for being in opposition is 
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to criticise the Government.  That seems to be what the public expect us to do.  Going from trying to be a 
positive person to being a negative person is not always that easy.  I guess all members who go from being in 
government to opposition find that problem.  On the other hand, it is interesting that some people who go from 
Opposition to Government find it easy to be negative while they are in government and they take a while to learn 
that they are there to make the decisions.  It was interesting to watch some of the ministers early in the piece who 
were sounding like opposition members.  I can understand that.  I should say that they have changed for the 
better over the year and I will talk about that in a moment.  

This year we saw the terrorist attacks of 11 September and all that went with that, and the serious concern around 
the world with what is happening in Afghanistan and a lot of world issues at this point in time.  When one puts 
all of those things together it has not been a happy year for the world.  On a more local scene, the federal election 
result was one that gave us some respite from what had happened during the year, so things can only improve 
from here.   

I thank you, Mr President, and I share the comments of the Leader of the House about your carrying out of the 
role of President.  It is probably more difficult in some ways going from being a political person to being the 
President who is required to be non-political, than it is going from Opposition to Government.  It would be 
difficult to develop and maintain total impartiality in the House.  You have carried out your job in an exemplary 
way, Mr President, and I congratulate you on that.  I have always felt comfortable in the knowledge that you are 
the President of the Council and that we are in good hands in that sense.  You followed a very competent 
President, Hon George Cash, who is now the Chairman of Committees.  He followed a previously competent 
President, Hon Clive Griffiths.  In my time in this place there have been only three Presidents and I must say 
they have all been excellent members of Parliament and excellent Presidents who understood and accepted the 
responsibilities that go with the role.  I therefore congratulate you, Sir, on your excellent job so far this year. 
I also congratulate Hon George Cash and the Deputy Chairmen of Committees for the roles they have 
undertaken this year.  There are some new Deputy Chairmen of Committees and, although it is interesting 
watching them learning the ropes, most of them have picked up very well indeed the nuances of being in the 
Chair during the committee stage. 

I thank my colleagues in the Liberal Party for their contribution this year.  One aspect about going from the 
government benches to the opposition benches this year is that at last we get a chance to say something.  The 
reverse of course applies to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It hasn’t been easy. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I was reading through what I said this time last year and I noticed that I was commiserating 
with my colleagues because they were required to be reasonably quiet most of the time so as not to prolong the 
debates of the House.  Now that they are on the opposition benches, they are most welcome to talk for as long 
and as often as they like, except on the last day’s sitting!  I thank them for their contribution this year.  They are 
getting used to the idea of being in opposition and I give the Government an assurance that our members will be 
diligent and active members of the Opposition in this Chamber.  

I congratulate our new members, Hon Alan Cadby and Hon Robyn McSweeney, who have quickly learnt the 
ropes.  It is tough coming into this place as a new member and they have made a significant contribution.  Our 
Whip, Hon Bruce Donaldson, replaced Hon Muriel Patterson who was a bit of a legend as a Whip.  Bruce has 
had to fill those big shoes and has done it very well indeed.  He and Hon Ed Dermer make a good pair and have 
managed to organise the House very well.  The only problem Bruce has is that he keeps losing 14-13.  I try to 
give him as many opportunities as possible to win by calling divisions whenever possible, but we still have not 
won one yet.  However, we remain confident that it will happen some time down the track - perhaps not because 
Hon Ed Dermer makes a mistake but because a member on the other side decides to vote with us.  Hope springs 
eternal in the human breast. 

I thank Hon Murray Criddle, our former coalition colleague, for his cooperation.  He has worked very well with 
the Liberal Party.  We appreciate very much his involvement in the debates that go on in the Chamber and his 
support for what we seek to do and vice versa.  We look forward to that cooperation continuing, just as it did 
previously in coalition. 

The One Nation members are a minority party with a difference.  There have been a few minority parties in the 
House over the years.  The Australian Democrats and the Greens (WA) are on the left of the political spectrum, 
but it is a good thing to see a party on the other side of the spectrum in this place now.  If we are to have 
minority parties, they might as well be sitting on our side of the House.  I therefore thank the One Nation 
members for the contribution they have made and I congratulate them on being elected to the Parliament.  I 
know they will continue to make a positive contribution to the Chamber. 
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I thank the Leader of the House, Hon Kim Chance, for his comments about the relationship that he and I are 
developing.  I have no doubt that we will develop a relationship based on trust.  Although there may be odd 
occasions when we disagree on matters, that is only to be expected because of the nature of this place.  It is 
essentially adversarial and we must recognise that. 

I congratulate the Leader of the House on bringing some discipline to the Notice Paper.  When he first brought 
out the business program, I thought it was a courageous move because I found it virtually impossible when I 
tried to do something similar.  However, it has worked well and there is an element of certainty now about what 
is happening in the House from day to day.  I congratulate the Leader and appreciate the fact that it has worked 
so well.  I look forward to that certainty continuing, although there will come a time when some of the debates 
on issues might be more aggressive than they have been this year and therefore the enthusiasm might be less.   

I congratulate ministers Hon Tom Stephens and Hon Nick Griffiths for the way in which they have handled 
themselves in this House.  I particularly congratulate Hon Nick Griffith on his performance over the past couple 
of days - he has told us absolutely nothing.  I have no doubt that that is what he was here to do.  He handled the 
electoral reform legislation very well from the Government’s point of view.  I think he lost on points, but from a 
tactical perspective he was excellent, and I congratulate him for that.   

This year I do not have to say anything about Hon Tom Stephens if I do not want to. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I will get in first: you have a wonderful family; it is the best thing about you. 

Hon Peter Foss:  You remembered it! 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I said it only 17 times, and I do not propose to say it again.  The minister has done some 
very good things and I look forward to watching him in action next year.   

The Government’s strategy of having three parliamentary secretaries in this House is very smart and sensible.  I 
am sorry I did not think of it.  It takes an enormous burden off the ministers.  I remember having three ministers 
in this place handling all the legislation.  It was extremely difficult to do that without support.  The three 
parliamentary secretaries have handled themselves very well.  We on this side hoped that would not be the case, 
but they have done well.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich will probably be a minister shortly, because she is showing all 
the attributes of a minister.  I am not sure whose place she will take, but we will wait -  

Hon Tom Stephens:  Apparently it is mine.   

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I will not voice an opinion.   

Government backbenchers will find it difficult to sit back and listen without saying much.  However, that is the 
nature of the role of a government backbencher.  It is an opportunity for new members to learn what happens in 
this place and to understand how the Parliament works and the issues are debated.  It will be a great learning 
experience over the couple of years they will be in government.   

The Greens (WA) have done very nicely.  They have used their balance of power exceptionally well.  They have 
managed to achieve many objectives.  I will not recount the electoral reform debate, but they have managed to 
convince the Government to their point of view on a number of issues.  That is what having the balance of power 
is all about.  As the years go by, different parties will have the balance of power, and it will be interesting to see 
how they use it.   

The House is well administered by Laurie, Ian, Malcolm, Janeen and the other staff.  I thank them again for the 
tremendous assistance they give to all members, and especially to me as the Leader of the Opposition.  I have 
known these people for a very long time.  Ian Allnutt has been here longer than I have, which is saying 
something.  They have great understanding and knowledge and we always appreciate their support and 
assistance.  Tina and Julie in the Leader of the Opposition’s office maintain their close friendship with all of us 
and ensure a good relationship between the leader’s office and the Opposition.  

The administration of Parliament involves Hansard, security, the dining room, the gardeners and Cathy and 
Marilyn on the switchboard.  Those people make this place work very well.  I am genuinely very pleased, 
without seeking in any way to be political, that the sittings will not resume in January.  Those people, who work 
very hard and often for long hours, deserve a break over the January period, at least.  I am pleased that the 
motion stipulates 19 February as the resumption date, because that will give them a chance to have a break from 
their hard work.   

It has been a tough year and I expect next year to be better.  I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a very 
enjoyable break.  I trust that 2002 will be significantly better than 2001 in many ways.   

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [6.25 pm]:  I pass on the thoughts and best wishes of the Greens (WA) 
as we near the end of our first year as five members of the Legislative Council.  The beginning of our year was 
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very busy.  We used our enthusiasm for helping to green the world by thinking globally and acting locally.  We 
thought we should start with greening this State and work from there.  

The Greens (WA) and I thank the President for his good humour, professionalism and assistance.  I thank the 
Chairman of Committees for his good humour and the assistance he provided in many ways during at times 
difficult debates.  I thank Laurie Marquet and his assistants.  I thank the attendants and all the staff, who are 
absolutely vital for the working of this place.  I thank Hansard, the Library staff, the switchboard operators, the 
security staff and the committee staff, without whose liaison we would not achieve what we do achieve in 
committees. 

The general good humour of this House is notable.  Having come from another place, which is not as genial, I 
particularly notice it.  I thank all members of the House for the way in which they have worked with the Greens 
this year.  We have been happy with many of our achievements.  We have been happy with our relationship with 
the Government.  We are happy with the amount of cooperation that we have experienced with all parties in this 
House.  There have been amendments, changes and motions, and all members have helped move things forward, 
which is a very good sign for our current and future working relationships.   

The Greens (WA) look forward to further reform of the way in which the House works.  I am sure the House will 
continue to hear from us as we move towards the way in which we would like the House to work.  For example, 
if everybody had the same speaking rights, it would be wonderful.   
I have had some surprises this year.  I found myself working on a tag team with Hon Peter Foss and other 
members.  It is interesting that people who might have different politics can find themselves working 
cooperatively and positively on a range of issues.  That applies not only to Hon Peter Foss but also a number of 
members in this Chamber.  The Greens have very much appreciated the discussions and positive moves forward, 
and I am sure they will continue. 
I and my colleague Hon Robin Chapple are new chums to the Greens (WA) and to this place.  I thank my 
colleagues for their help.  Hon Jim Scott is the elder statesperson for the Greens.  We have relied on his 
knowledge and background.  It has been wonderful working with Hon Christine Sharp.  We hope that we can 
continue working with her for some time.  Hon Christine Sharp is the Whip.  We have been grateful for the role 
she has played in liaising on a whole range of issues.  Her work is extremely important. 
I thank the ministers and the ministers’ advisers.  The Greens are very grateful for the briefings we have had on a 
range of issues and the help we have had when working through amendments and ways of doing things.  We 
have sometimes not taken advice, and the flow of information could always improve, and we are working on it, 
but we are very grateful for the help we have had so far. 

I want to make some general reflections.  To be in this Chamber is a change for me.  The Senate used to deal 
with more legislation, but it had a different pace and a different way of doing things.  I enjoy the change of the 
working environment in the Legislative Council.  I enjoy the electorate work.  I have also very much enjoyed the 
camaraderie of my colleagues.  It is a very different feeling for me, having been in the Senate with my 
colleagues Christabel Chamarette and Bob Brown.  However, for half of that time in the Senate, I was the only 
Greens (WA) representative.  I understand what it is like to service a very large electorate and to work under a 
very large work program.  The Greens (WA) wish all members a happy summer solstice and a restful and 
enjoyable break.  We hope that members come back next year to again work cooperatively towards providing a 
greener Western Australia.  

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [6.30 pm]:  On behalf of my two colleagues, I concur with the 
comments and thanks expressed by the Leader of the House.  I especially thank you, Mr President, for your 
excellent adjudication in this House.  I thank all other members of the House and, in particular, I thank my two 
One Nation colleagues.  I single out Hon George Cash for thanks.  The members of One Nation are new to this 
House and we have had no party members before us.  I sincerely thank Hon George Cash, who sits to our right 
hand side, for the invaluable help and advice he has given us.  I especially thank Laurie Marquet, the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council, and all the staff of this House for their unstinting help and willing assistance that has been 
provided to us.  We wish everyone an enjoyable break and a merry Christmas.  We look forward to the new year 
and hope it is productive for everyone.  With a slight degree of reluctance, we also look forward to seeing all 
members on 19 February 2002.  

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [6.32 pm]:  I can hear the champagne corks popping outside already.  I 
thank you, Mr President, for your efforts throughout the year.  The views expressed by members about the way 
in which you have handled the job are accurate.  The Leader of the House and the government ministers have 
done very well and I wish them all the best in the future.  I thank the Leader of the Opposition, troops on this 
side of the House and, indeed, all members for their company.  The people who work with us, including the 
clerks and staff throughout the building have done a wonderful job.  They look after us very well and we have all 
enjoyed their company - although from time to time they overfeed us!  Parliament is an enjoyable place to work.  
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I look forward to getting back to the electorate and going home.  It has been a long session and it has been 
interesting for me to be here on my own.  I thank some of the staff with whom we work for their help with 
legislation.  I wish all members a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  I will be full of energy when we 
resume on 19 February 2002.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon J.A. Cowdell):  Before I put the adjournment motion I would like to say a few words, 
although I do not intend to stand for any length of time between members and the traditional end of year 
refreshments that will shortly be provided for in the bar.  I thank the Leader of the House, the Leader of the 
Opposition, the speaker for the Greens (WA), the spokesman for One Nation and the whole National Party for 
the generous comments they have expressed in appreciation of the work and assistance that the staff provided to 
all members.   

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned an early return of Parliament.  I am sure that a return earlier than 19 
February 2002 might qualify for the definition of an act of terrorism under the Workers' Compensation and 
Rehabilitation (Acts of Terrorism) Bill 2001.  Earlier, a member sought the definition of an act of terrorism in 
that regard.  

This year members have expressed goodwill towards each other at various times.  Some members have been 
very generous in assisting other members in their speeches.  One member was so successful that I had to draw it 
to that member’s attention.  He managed to interject 45 times, to such a degree that in Hansard the interjector’s 
name appeared in capital letters and the name of the speaker who had the call appeared in lower case.  Only with 
the goodwill of this Chamber and his desire to help others could that have occurred.  

We have made considerable progress, particularly in maintaining a genuine flow of information in question time 
when 15 to 20 questions are regularly asked, often comprising six to nine parts.  That often compares with six 
questions asked in the half-hour of question time in the Legislative Assembly.  A comparison shows the 
Council’s achievement favourably.   

We have made improvements in keeping to proper hours and sitting times.  Improvements have also been made 
in keeping to the business notified in the weekly and daily bulletins.  I hope that at some stage in the future we 
can indicate to members of the general public the business of the House we propose for any week, so that people 
who are interested can come along.  

A few years ago we spent $1 million on our television system to record the proceedings.  We have been hopeful 
ever since that someone will take up the product.  We are entering into negotiations with Access 31 to see 
whether we can improve their ratings with question time!  However, I will communicate further with members 
on that.  

I thank Hon George Cash for his service to the House as President and then Chairman of Committees.  His 
experience and support have been greatly appreciated by everyone.  I also thank the Deputy Chairmen for 
chairing various stages of Bills and participating in the parliamentary roster.  I thank in particular the staff, 
starting with Laurie Marquet, whose dedication to the running of the Council is of the highest order.  He has an 
unequalled command of what one editor of The West Australian  called “voodoo ritual”.  I thank the Deputy 
Clerk, Ian Allnutt, who this year celebrates 35 years of service to the Parliament of Western Australia and I 
thank Malcolm Peacock.  I thank also the Chamber staff, Chris, Jason, Peter and Brian, who have been of great 
assistance to members; the committee staff who have put in long hours already this year; the staff in Bills and 
Papers and of course the Hansard reporters who are always here with us improving what we say and making it 
more intelligible to the outside world.  I also pay tribute to the dining room and bar staff; the finance and 
information technology support staff; the library staff; Marilyn, Cathy and Rosalie on the switchboard; the 
kitchen staff; the outside staff and the security staff. 

In conclusion, I wish members a happy Christmas and a restful new year - or at least for seven weeks into the 
new year.  I remind members that they are welcome to attend the Parliament House Christmas function 
tomorrow at which we will be recognising the achievement of some long-serving staff as well as handing out 
some Christmas cheer.   

Question put and passed.   

House adjourned at 6.40 pm 

__________ 
 


